[Th1-cytokines in chronic hepatitis B and C].
Forty-four patients with chronic HBV and HCV were observed. Serum levels of interferon-gamma (IFN-gamma), interleukin-2 (IL-2), and soluble IL-2 receptor (IL-2r) were measured by enzyme immunoassay in 29 patients divided into 3 groups: group 1 (n = 9) with chronic HBV, group 2 (n = 9) with chronic HCV, and group 3 (n = 11) with mixed HBV + HCV infection. Control group consisted of 10 normal subjects without HBV, HCV, or HIV infection markers. The most informative of Th1 cytokines was IL-2r: its concentration was increased significantly (p < 0.01) in all patients with hepatitis B and/or C in comparison with the control. In addition, there was a trend to an increase in the mean concentrations of IL-2r from group 1 to groups 2 and 3. The concentrations of IFH-gamma and IL-2 did not differ significantly in the patients and controls. However, the concentrations of IFN-gamma were increased significantly (p < 0.01) in comparison with the control in 3 patients from group 1 and 4 patients from group 3 with more pronounced inflammation.